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computers is limited,
and there are no com-
puter classes or quali-
fied teachers to provide
basic computer literacy.”

Their project takes
them to many impover-
ished black neighbor-
hoods in the area.
Tennille said that crime
is part of high unem-
ployment and lack of
good education, a carry-
over from the apartheid
years. “These are the
very issues we are try-
ing to change.”

The effects of
apartheid, Tennille says,
will take decades to
erase. Blacks make up
76 percent of the popula-
tion, but earn only 29
percent of the country’s
total income. Whites con-
stitute 13 percent of the
population and 58 per-
cent of the total income.

Unemployment, lack of
housing, poverty and
crime are the most
prevalent problems.
Twice Tennille and Keen
have been held up while
traveling to schools in
the poorest areas. “Both
times we had car loads
of volunteers. Both
times we were surround-
ed by young men carry-
ing guns and we had to
hand over our valuables
— cameras, cell phones,
money, etc. We did man-
age to hold on to our
wedding rings.”

Tennille said in a day’s
work, he is often reminded
of the opportunities he
had while attending
Reynolds and wishes
that the young people
they are working with
could have similar ones.

He has used the debat-
ing skills that he
learned in high school to
begin teams in high
schools there. “Debating
teaches kids how to
think critically and how

Norton Tennille

to respect two sides,” he
said. They have also
brought Latin into the
schools, as well as poet-
ry and journalism.

“The fact that we have
more than 300 students
in 20 black high schools
involved in debating is a
tribute to the training
and coaching in debat-
ing | got at Reynolds
High School from
Evelyn Garrison.
Wouldn'’t she be sur-
prised and pleased to
know what she started!”

One turning point in
their program happened
in 2002 when some stu-
dents who had finished
school and were not
headed for jobs or col-
lege were facing an
empty year. They asked
if they could spend a
year working with SAEP
“while we explore our
future.” Now, in what
they call the “Gap
Program,” many stu-
dents, paid a small
stipend, are filling in
their “gap year” by
working with the
schools. Tennille said
they are at the same
time “maturing and
finding their direction.”

The SAEP project has
grown to include, among
many things, early-
childhood development
programs, computer-
literacy classes, nature
excursions and environ-
mental projects. After-
school programs provide
academic and career
counseling and activities
focused on developing
English language skills.

Volunteers, including

some students and
retired people, have
come from the United
States and other coun-
tries, and now a growing
number are from Cape
Town itself.

Offices for the project
and many of the pro-
grams are operated out
of Tennille’s home in
Rosemont and a house
next door.

But Tennille and Keen
agree that it's not all
work. Their surround-
ings remind them every
day of the unique beauty
of the area of the coun-
try in which they live
and their hopes of see-
ing it preserved.

Tennille describes it:

“The Cape Peninsula

where we live is an area
of remarkable beauty.
We live between dra-
matic coastlines with
rock cliffs and sandy
beaches in the middle of
one of the richest areas
in the world in terms of
its diversity of plants.
Flowers of hundreds of
different types bloom all
year — many of the
most interesting in the
winter. From our back
yard we look up to
Table Mountain, and we
are 5 minutes from
Table Mountain
National Park. A few
hours by plane and we
can be on a game pre-
serve watching lions,
elephants and giraffes,
or be in the spectacular

desert-scapes of
Namibia.”

They enjoy coming
back to the States, visit-
ing with family, friends,
and the organizations
and groups who support
the project with funds or
volunteers. And they
explain how the project
hopes to expand even
further and why SAEP’s
original motto, “Green
Your World,” has evolved
into “Green Your Mind,
Green Your World.”

When Tennille and
Keen visit his mother,
they know she will ask
as she always does,
“What are you and Jane
doing now?” It's a ques-
tion that takes longer
and longer to answer.

If you would like to
contact Norton Tennille
or want to know more
about the project, e-mail
SAEP@worldonline.co.za
or write to SAEP, 10
Surbiton Road,
Rosebank, 7700 South
Africa.
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